
112

Postępy w nauce w ostatnich latach. Nowych rozwiązań.

ПОД- СЕКЦИЯ 5. Языковедение и иностранные языки.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES AND INTERNET IN SELF-STUDY WORK FOR 
STUDENTS OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

The policy of multilingualism in Kazakhstan has been becoming more and more 
topical in today’s society since the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev first 
announced the idea of teaching new generation three languages on the same level: Kazakh (as 
a state language), Russian (as a communication language) and English (as an international 
language). “Our children must know English”, he said at one of his interviews. The idea leads 
to the high requirements to the new wave of English language teachers and their training. 
Gumilyov Eurasian National University has been training future teachers for 50 years, and 
certainly, such a rich experienced programme must be the first to activate all the newness 
into teaching in order to improve their as methodological so language preparation.   

Rapid mastery of the English language is key for students to succeed in the 
education program. Reading, writing, listening and speaking are the main areas of improving 
a language for foreign language students. Academic success within an educational program 
ultimately requires mastery of content that is more often than not delivered in English-
based materials. Computer and communication technologies have a central role to play in 
facilitating that rapid mastery. With guided, self-paced instruction that allows repetition and 
personalization, English language students are strides ahead of their counterparts years ago. 
Whether for contact hours or self-study work, technology-based materials and media have 
become the delivery medium of choice. Programs specifically focused on English learners, 
as well as advances in computer-based translation programs, have opened up virtually all 
electronic content to the English student.

While technology enhances any classroom to a certain extent, there are best practices 
for student technologies that make the difference between just using a technology for show 
and utilizing a technology to optimize learning. The best programs for English students 
meaningfully engage the student at his or her own pace. The programs are interactive, 
collaborative, content-based, context-rich, authentic, conversational, personalized, and 
multi-culturally relevant. They create a safe environment for the student to practice, have 
failures and successes, and learn how to master both oral and written English language.

Students learn at their own pace and respond differently to different presentation 
styles. 

The Internet is a key tool for accommodating all of the variations that confront 
the English language teacher. Engaging students with multi-media websites that stir the 
imagination enables the teacher to present information in unique ways, shapes and forms, 
as well as in different languages. One of

the advantages of using computers and the Internet is that students can access the 
material and practice a lesson repeatedly, which allows for learning from mistakes through 
continual, non-judgmental feedback. In addition, the Internet and social networking websites 
enable students of different cultures and languages to connect. That is what we really lacked 
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in the past being a part of rather isolated educational system of the former Soviet union, and 
what is the most essential part of education particularly for a future foreign language teacher 
as a means of forming liguacultural competence. 

In order to involve Internet and CALL (computer-assisted language learning) into 
educational process of foreign language students, we, tutors, try to maximize the usage of 
Internet recourses in self-study tasks into the syllabi of the courses. One of the most effective 
site we have used mostly for the second year students is American English website. On one 
hand, it can be useful as a correcting course for language skills, entertaining and diverse 
at the same time. On the other hand, it prepares a student for future teaching practice at a 
secondary school. The website provides a variety of engaging materials and resources for 
teachers' professional development and for students in the classroom. Both teachers and 
students have opportunities to find new ways to practice English and learn more about 
the United States. The site was initially created for teachers and learners of English as a 
foreign language abroad. So, though all the materials are very close to authentic, all of them 
are selected and adapted for different levels, which is practically suitable for the first year 
students and for the first term of the second year. 

As for language skills, it contains four sections with options: audience (adults, 
students, intermediate, beginners), skills (listening, reading, critical thinking), type of 
content (books, articles, websites) and theme. So, the value of using all of this in self-study 
work of students is obvious. Each of them knows his/her own weak and strong points in 
knowledge of the language, and can improve it individually without any “witnesses”. Besides, 
the themes of interests of students can be different. Some of them prefer sports, some of them 
songs and music. The site satisfies all the tastes. They are highly motivated to understand and 
do the tasks according to their real interests. The recordings of Voice of America are very up-
to-date. Most of the students were happy to hear the news about Barack Obama’s reelection 
almost immediately after this occasion. The news is represented by Voice of America, but 
a bit slower adapted for Intermediate level which is very convenient to use for the second 
year level. 

A lot of authentic and adapted versions of books of the famous American writers 
are certainly bright demonstration of American culture and literature. For example, the 
students were to listen and then read (check the comprehension at the same time) the stories 
of Edgar Allan Poe. Then they were to make analysis and rendering of the stories. Though 
the material is for upper-intermediate level, the students could give absolutely bright and 
unexpected representation of the topics and their viewpoints. 

As a self-study work there was also given a video game “Trace effects” with a lot 
language tasks divided into units. The students were to play the game and win the most 
number of scores, and demonstrate the leader in the classroom. Though this entertaining 
game seems unsuitable for students of higher education, it gives them some direct hints to 
understand the learning motivation of their own future learners, what really makes them 
interested and excited, as certainly, not all of them will have real desire to learn English.

As for methodological preparation of the students, the editions of English Forum 
journal are rather helpful. One can also choose among several options to search the necessary 
information connected with new methods and techniques in teaching English shared by the 
best teacher of English around the world. This makes the students feel that they are a part of 
big international professional community, and improve their skills according to this. 
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Generally, the website is just one good example of great variety of opportunities 
which Internet and other information technologies give us. Our purpose is to arrange all 
these resources in order to bring up good English teachers for the society and direct these 
opportunities to the correct course.  
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